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		The National Credit Act 34 of 2005, being a new piece of legislation, is alive with groundbreaking opportunities. In Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd v Hales the question was raised whether an over-indebted consumer can, during foreclosure proceedings, insist on judicial referral for debt counselling in terms of section 85(a) of the Act. In this discussion the above question, together with the courtâ€™s discretion in this regard and factors to be taken into account to exercise same, will be addressed after an analysis of the facts. 
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