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		Abstract

		This is a contribution to a volume of essays anchored in the evaluations of proposed reforms of the United Nations system extant in the middle half of the last decade. The essayâ€™s focus is primarily on the role of the Security Council as the provider of collective security within the system. It contends that the term â€œcollective securityâ€� has become far too amorphous and too all-embracing to be useful, and that it runs the risk of distorting the proper allocation of power within the international system. It argues for a more circumscribed view of collective security, and for a less centralized approach for its achievement. Coordination and cooperation, rather than coercion, it contends, should be the watchwords of international law. 
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