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		In recent decades, various theories have postulated that principles have a structure distinct from that of rules (or norms). This contribution introduces and critically analyzes these theories (esp. the one of Robert Alexy) in order to develop a new approach to the concept and function of principles. Its main thesis is that “principles” should not be conceived as structurally different from “rules”; a “principle” means simply a “very important rule”, so the differentiation is of rhetorical nature. This result does not deny, however, the existence of special functions bound to “principles”. It simply wants to get rid of a superfluous common place on the distinct logical structure of principles. It is superfluous because the phenomena explained by it can also be otherwise (i.e. by the traditional rule paradigm) explained. Its introduction, thus, only superfluously, unnecessarily complicates the explanation. 
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