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		Conventional wisdom holds that the initiative process weakens the role of parties in democratic politics.  However, this wisdom depends on the assumption that the parties do not use the initiative process to further their own agendas.  Although that assumption may have been accurate historically, this Article presents empirical evidence that the parties, at least in California, have begun to exploit the initiative process to both encourage voter turnout and refine party stances on issues.  

Part and parcel of the conventional wisdom that initiatives weaken parties is the idea that the courts should view initiatives that regulate the parties with suspicion.  This Article argues, to the contrary, that because parties are able to exploit the initiative process, there should be no special judicial scrutiny of initiatives regulating parties. 
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