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		Abstract

		This article argues that the label ʻcorporate social responsibilityʼ (CSR) should be reserved for the process by which corporations voluntarily identify and correct the costs their operations impose on society. This would exclude both voluntary measures aimed at making the world a better place and enhancing the value of corporate brands from the scope of CSR. It would allow CSR to become another – possibly more cost-effective – method of governing the negative externalities or social costs of economic activity. In support of this argument, the article examines a number of economic approaches to the governance of negative externalities through taxation, regulation and market-based bargaining. It then argues that CSR – understood as voluntarily facing up to social cost – offers significant advantages over these more conventional alternatives. However, a number of legal changes would be required before corporations would voluntarily be likely to face up to the social costs of their activities. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: externalities, social cost, corporate social responsibility, corporate governance, comparative institutional analysis, transaction costs, constructivist sociology, Coase

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: A14

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Johnston,  Andrew, Facing Up to Social Cost: The Real Meaning of Corporate Social Responsibility (August 25, 2011). Griffith Law Review, Vol. 20, No. 1, p. 221, 2011,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1927066
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Andrew Johnston (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Warwick Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Gibbet Hill Rd.
Coventry, West Midlands CV4 8UW
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/people/andrew_r_johnston/
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      727

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,236

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   65,339

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       38 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,744

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,381

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        James A. Fanto at Brooklyn Law School and Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Business Law & Regulation

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,551

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,012

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Bernard S. Black at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Corporate Governance: Social Responsibility & Social Impact eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance: Social Responsibility & Social Impact eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,184

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,359

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School, Marc J Epstein at Rice University - Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Business, Geoffrey M. Heal at Columbia University - Columbia Business School, Finance, Donald John Roberts at Stanford Graduate School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Economy: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,174

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,483

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance & Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,091

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,775

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    IO: Firm Structure, Purpose, Organization & Contracting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IO: Firm Structure, Purpose, Organization & Contracting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,073

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           12,803

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.062 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

