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		Abstract

		The record-breaking economic downturn experienced by the United States beginning in 2007 has been characterized by high unemployment levels that have proved remarkably enduring. Until recently, however, the federal government seemed willing to accept the notion that the economic recovery could be â€œjobless,â€� as other recoveries before this one have been. The major pressure on government to address the unemployment problem seemed to stem only from worries that a high unemployment rate would ultimately undermine the economic recovery because it would erode consumption. In a frustrating game of reverse chicken, jobless workers without income pulled back on spending and employers refused to hire on speculation, preferring to wait for renewed demand for products and services to materialize. Newspapers published dire reports on the extent and depth of the unemployment problem side-by-side with upbeat articles touting the burgeoning recovery and bull stock market. Economists advised us not to worry because employment always lags behind the other indicia of economic recovery.  All agreed that increased consumption - not increased work - would be the key driver for recovery when it did arrive.  

This essay examines how our nationâ€™s economic health came to be predicated on consumption rather than upon work. It argues that the sidelining of work in public policy discussions and legislative reform agendas is grossly out of step with the reality of experience for everyday people, and thus is anathema to a vibrant and healthy democratic polity. Finally, it outlines how employment law and fiscal policy might be different if we took work seriously - if we treated work as if it matters. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: labor, work, employment, unemployment, labor markets, fiscal policy, consumption, consumer, economic recovery, comparative employment law

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Crain,  Marion G., Work Matters (October 6, 2011). Kansas Journal of Law & Pubic Policy, Vol. XIX, No. 3, 2010, Washington University in St. Louis Legal Studies Research Paper No. 10-06-05,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1939937
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Marion G. Crain (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Washington University in St. Louis - School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Campus Box 1120
St. Louis, MO  63130
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      146

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,328

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  359,241

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Washington University in St. Louis School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Washington University in St. Louis School of Law Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,489

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              699

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Scott Baker at Washington University in St. Louis - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Comparative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Comparative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,894

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Francesco Parisi at University of Minnesota - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Employment Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Employment Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              965

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,473

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              910

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,243

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              900

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,058

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic Perspectives on Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic Perspectives on Employment & Labor Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              893

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,763

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. H. Verkerke at University of Virginia School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Private Law - Labor & Employment Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Private Law - Labor & Employment Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              716

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,649

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kenneth Glenn Dau-Schmidt at Indiana University, Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic Inequality & the Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic Inequality & the Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              521

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,120

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Chris William Sanchirico at University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Public Law - Poverty eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Public Law - Poverty eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              366

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,046

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Pamela Foohey at Yeshiva University - Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Poverty Research eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Poverty Research eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                3

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,521

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

