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		Abstract

		We live in an ageing world. With everyday the numbers of older persons are increasing, making everyone aware that we live in a diverse and multi-generational society. Longevity is a real human achievement, and the years gained are healthy ones. The social investment in each human is huge, and longer average life spans help society to recoup its investment.  

As society ages, it also changes in ways that relate to age. This ageing of the population permeates all social, economic and cultural spheres.  Perceptions of the transitions that mark the boundaries of age are being altered as family, kinship and community structures change.  

While global aging represents a triumph of medical, social, and economic advances over disease, it also presents tremendous challenges to which society must be prepared. Population aging is a new phase in the demographic transition, and therefore much is unknown. What is known is that health and longevity are both beneficial to an economy. Healthier workers are more productive. Hence it is no longer possible to ignore ageing. Individuals are now functionally younger at a given chronological age than older adults were in previous generations. Technological advances have also altered the experience and quality of aging.  

Basic economic inputs - volume of labor, productivity of labor, and capital supply - are affected by an aging society. In terms of basic economic inputs, the supply of labor is key to the size and sustainability of the economic pie. The years added to life as longevity increases must be active years with continued participation in the labor force on the part of the older population. The aging of the population should be seen as a transition, not a crisis, with opportunities as well as challenges in societyâ€™s response to the aging problem.  

Technology can extend, enhance and enrich employability for all, but business and industry must adopt a 'generational perspective' so that we understand and integrate the aging baby boomerâ€™s needs into tomorrowâ€™s technology. Business and Industry need to be proactive in defining employability not as a function of age or physical abilities, but  as the employeeâ€™s ability to make a contribution to business objectives.  

The growth in aging population is occurring at the same time as an explosion in technology. Access, literacy, cost, design, privacy and attitudes play a role in how we choose to use technology. There are a variety of models of technology diffusion and adoption, but all emphasize access and interest as important factors. Access to technology is critical. Attitudes and abilities are among the most powerful predictors of technology use.  

Technology plays an important role in allowing older adults to remain active citizens in the community.  It has proven to be an equalizer, with increasing opportunities for employment and independent living while reducing social isolation. But at the same time it must be flexible enough to meet the needs and preferences of users with varied experience and abilities. Technology-enabled innovations and intelligent devices will also affect peopleâ€™s lives as they age.   

Technology skills are playing an ever-increasing role in oneâ€™s employability. Among all technologies, Information Technology (IT) is the one that has a direct and constant influence on our lives shrinking the world into a global village. It has transformed the speed and manner in which access to information is rendered and received in the recent times. It has also created challenges for some everyday activities like banking, communicating.  New but  proven technologies can enhance the lives of seniors and people with disabilities and support their rights as citizens and participants in their communities' social and economic activities - but only if these solutions are affordable.  

If the ageing of populations is revolutionizing our social and economic infrastructure, globalization and technological advancement are revolutionizing our "tool" system - that is, management and workplace skills, creative synthesis, political and social development.   

ICT is a fundamental pre-requisite for full and active citizenship â€“ in the family (inter- and intra-generational interactions), in the workplace and in the public domain through access to public information and broader information.  

The term information literacy is generally defined as the ability to access, evaluate, organize, and use information from a variety of sources. Information literacy can no longer be defined without considering ICT literacy in order for individuals to function in a knowledge society.  

 The concept of ICT literacy includes both critical cognitive skills as well as the application of technical skills and knowledge and consists of the following five critical skills : â€¢ Access - knowing about and knowing how to collect and/or retrieve information. â€¢ Manage - applying an existing organizational or classification scheme. â€¢ Integrate - interpreting and representing information.(involves summarizing, comparing and contrasting) â€¢ Evaluate - making judgments about the quality, relevance, usefulness, or efficiency of information. â€¢ Create - generating information by adapting, applying, designing, inventing, or authoring information.  

Learning plays a key role in aging societies as it can help to address many of the related challenges and opportunities. ICT has an important role to play in developing learning opportunities because it can provide more individualized learning, compensate for disabilities and provide new opportunities to access information and services.  

In an aging society, elderly should be seen as subject of 'care' or 'treatment,' but the invaluable resources of knowledge and competence for our societies. It is crucial to build, with the help of ICT, tools and environments to make use of this huge potential to the advantage of the society.  

The new elders want to be active, mobile and self reluctant as far as possibly. The elders of the future will have better financial resources and higher levels of education than before. They will possess large purchasing power and outspoken demands as consumers  

Unless business and industry are proactive, they will miss the opportunity to tap the considerable value of aging workers, resulting in a decline of workplace productivity and a negative impact on economic growth. They need to institute training polices and accommodations to ensure maximum workforce productivity.  

Employers need to implement accessible technology training programs and establish policies to ensure accessibility is a criterion in the selection and procurement of information technology  

This paper would look into the different aspects of Information, technology and its impact on aging society 
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