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		Abstract

		Child Pornography is a vicious and heinous crime that preys on the most vulnerable and innocent members of our society. In recognition of the devastating impact that child pornography can have on its victims, Congress has enacted multiple anti-child-pornography statutes designed to address the problem. Among these statutes is the Mandatory Restitution for Victims of Sex Crimes Act, codified at 18 U.S.C. section 2259. Section 2259 was specifically enacted to ensure that victims of any defendant convicted of producing, distributing, or possessing child pornography would receive restitution for the full amount of the victimโ��s losses.  

Although Congress intended for Section 2259 to apply in any case in which a victim has โ��suffered harmโ�� as a result of a defendantโ��s conduct, its inclusion of the term โ��proximate resultโ�� in the Actโ��s catchall loss provision has created much confusion amongst federal courts.  As a result of this confusion, several courts have simply ignored the mandatory language of Section 2259 and have flatly refused to award victims of child pornography with restitution, ultimately rendering the Act mere rhetoric.  

To resolve this debate, and to end the further victimization of child pornography victims by courts refusing to grant restitution, the United States Supreme Court should grant certiorari to resolve this issue, or alternatively, Congress should amend the Act to make the requisite level of causation more clear. Only by resolving this issue will Congressโ�� intent to provide all victims harmed by child pornography with full compensation be achieved, ensuring that those who harm the โ��Amysโ�� of this world will be held fully responsible for their abhorrent conduct. 
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