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		This Article addresses conservation, preservation, and stewardship of knowledge, and laws and institutions in the cultural environment that support those things. Legal and policy questions concerning creativity and innovation usually focus on producing new knowledge and offering access to it. Equivalent attention rarely is paid to questions of old knowledge. To what extent should the law, and particularly intellectual property law, focus on the durability of information and knowledge? To what extent does the law do so already, and to what effect? This article begins to explore those questions. Along the way, the article takes up distinctions among different types of creativity and knowledge, from scholarship and research to commercial entertainment and so-called â€œUser Generated Contentâ€�; distinctions among objects, works of authorship, and legal rights accompanying both; distinctions among creations built to last (sometimes called â€œsustainedâ€� works), creations built for speed (including â€œephemeralâ€� works), and creations barely built at all (works closely tied to the authorial â€œselfâ€�); and distinctions between analog and digital contexts. 
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