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		Abstract

		Accounts of the social representation of policing and of the relationship between police and citizen converge on the idea that police behaviour carries important identity-relevant meaning. Opinions of and ideas about the police are implicated in the formation of social identities that relate to the social groups it represents â€“ nation, state and community. Procedural justice theory suggests that judgements about the fairness of the police will be the most important factor in such processes. Fairness promotes a sense of inclusion and value within the group. Furthermore, positive social identities in relation to the police should on this account promote cooperation with it. This paper presents an empirical test of these ideas in the context of British policing. Data from a survey of young Londoners are used to show that perceptions of police fairness are indeed associated with social identity, and in turn social identity can be linked to cooperation. Yet these relationships were much stronger among those with multiple national identities. Police behaviour appeared more identity relevant for people who felt they were citizens of a non-UK country, while for those who identified only as British there was a weaker link between procedural fairness and social identity, and legitimacy judgements were the main â€˜driversâ€™ of cooperation. Policy and theoretical implications are discussed. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Policing, procedural justice, social identity, cooperation

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Bradford,  Ben, Policing and Social Identity: Procedural Justice, Inclusion, and Cooperation between Police and Public (January 28, 2012). Oxford Legal Studies Research Paper No. 06/2012,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1994350 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1994350 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ben Bradford (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University College London - Jill Dando Institute of Security and Crime Science  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					35 Tavistock Square
London, WC1H 9EZ
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      711

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,483

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   67,171

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        9 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       70 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Criminology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Criminology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,236

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,934

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Paul H. Robinson at University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Theory: Political Philosophy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Theory: Political Philosophy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              605

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,772

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Tracy B. Strong at University of Southampton - Division of Politics & International Relations

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Why Do People Comply with the Law? Legitimacy and the Influence of Legal Institutions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan Jackson, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Ben Bradford, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Compliance with the Law and Policing by Consent: Notes on Police and Legal Legitimacy

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan Jackson, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Ben Bradford, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Governance of Criminal Justice, Legitimacy and Trust

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Mike Hough, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan Jackson, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Price Fairness When Security is at Stake? Police Legitimacy in South Africa

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ben Bradford, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Aziz Z. Huq, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Legitimacy, Trust and Compliance: An Empirical Test of Procedural Justice Theory Using the European Social Survey

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mike Hough, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Jackson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Police Legitimacy in Action: Lessons for Theory and Practice

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ben Bradford, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Jackson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Policing by Consent: Understanding the Dynamics of Police Power and Legitimacy

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Jackson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mike Hough, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Trust in Justice: Topline Results from the Round 5 of the European Social Survey

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Jackson, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mike Hough, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why Does the Public Cooperate with Law Enforcement? The Influence of the Purposes and Targets of Policing

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aziz Z. Huq, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Tom Tyler, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Persistent Pull of Police Professionalism

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David Sklansky
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
