

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Rescuing Victims and Rescuing TEPCO: A Legal and Political Analysis of the TEPCO Bailout

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Zeitschrift fÃ¼r japanisches Recht/Journal of Japanese Law no. 34 pp. 23-41 (2012)
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			23 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 22 Mar 2012
		
			Last revised: 4 May 2014
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Hatsuru MoritaHatsuru Morita
Tohoku University


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: March 21, 2012

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The accident at the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Plant following the March 11 earthquake in Japan has caused enormous radiation contamination in the eastern part of Japan and TEPCO (Tokyo Electric Power Co., Inc.), which operates the plant, is now liable for at least trillions of yen of damages as a tort feasor. The amount of damages is so large that it is expected TEPCO by itself cannot afford it. Therefore other stake holders, such as TEPCO clients, financial institutions, and tax payers (via the national government), need to provide the necessary funds for the victims. I analyze the present situation of TEPCO and the victims both from a legal perspective and from a political perspective. First I argue what the most desirable solution is to indemnify TEPCO's burden from a legal perspective. Then the most desirable solution is compared with the actual one chosen by the Japanese government. Finally, the reason why the actual solution has deviated from the most desirable one is discussed from a political perspective. Interest groups, such as financial institutions and the management/employees of TEPCO, have influenced the policy formation process. However, since the bailout plan of TEPCO has become politically salient, the government strategy is fluctuating between whether it should accept the arguments of interest groups or appease the public anger against TEPCO. 
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