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		Abstract

		Humanitarian intervention is the use of force to end grave systematic mass violations of human rights. Exceptionally, in the event such be authorized by the UN Security Council. Absent UN Security Council Authorization humanitarian intervention is unlawful. Hence, the paralysis in Syria. Humanitarian relief is the provision of non-military aid such as water, food, medicine, clothing,  blankets etc. Humanitarian intervention is not a use of force, and while it may violate another stateâ€™s sovereignty can invoke the justification of necessity. Humanitarian rescue (extraction; exfiltration) too may be legal under international law as an act of defense of the nationals of the state justified by the doctrine of necessity. This article examines the positivity of international law and the relationship between international politics and international law. It concludes that while some aspects of international law are deadly ambiguous, most international law is in fact unambiguous. Furthermore, ambiguity can be purged from international law by understanding the sources and methods of international law, and the relationship between national law and international law. Ambiguity may also be purged by way of presumptions and burdens of proof. While the U.S. has no unilateral right to intervene in Syria to secure the emerging right to democracy, the U.S. can provide humanitarian relief. Unfortunately, without Russian and Chinese cooperation, no military force may be lawfully used in Syria by the U.S. or NATO. Consequently, aside from the costs of war, the U.S. is compelled to multilateralism. This paper explores these themes in depth. 
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