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		Abstract

		It is fifty years since Herbert Storing edited Essays on the Scientific Study of Politics, a collection of analyses that criticized the behavioralist and positivist revolution in social science and particularly political science. Two preliminary observations about this book and its legacy are fairly obvious a half-century later. First, while it was among the earliest critiques of behavioralism and a narrow, putatively value-neutral scientism in political science, it has received little credit for anticipating more widely-noted critiques. These include Theodore Lowiâ€™s call for a reformed approach in The End of Liberalism (1969) and, since 2000, the Perestroika movement and its call for methodological pluralism as against the dominance of rational choice and mathematical methods or models. 2 A second observation helps to explain why the latter critiques and debates were more favorably received in the discipline while so little credit has been given by political scientists to Storing and the fellow protÃ©gÃ©s of Leo Strauss who in 1962 criticized the behavioralism and scientism evident in Herbert Simon, Arthur Bentley, Harold Laswell, and various studies of voter behavior. The enduring reaction by prominent political scientists to this Straussian critique of scientism has been either denunciation or silence, with denunciation immediately embodied in the excoriating review essay by political theorists John Schaar and Sheldon Wolin in The American Political Science Review in 1963.3 Inter alia, Schaar and Wolin condemn the Storing collection as â€œfanatical,â€� informed by a darkly medieval Manichaeism of â€œstark dualisms and doctrinal zeal,â€� as polemical and passionate rather than philosophical, as implicitly calling for the â€œauto-da-fÃ©â€� treatment for behavioralists, as the work of a small fanatical sect of extremists, and as marked by invective, innuendo, bald pronouncement, and tautology rather than reasoned argument. Other than that, apparently they liked the volume. It escaped Schaar and Wolin that â€“ as Storing noted in his published reply in the ASPR -- their hyperbolic, ranting condemnation evinced most of the fanatical qualities they claimed to denounce. Moreover, the review did nothing to further a serious discussion in political science of the scientistic revolution occurring in the discipline, although the reviewers in fact had admitted in the very opening of their polemic that such a revolution was a problem.  

This paper argues that three points follow from these observations about Storingâ€™s under-appreciated prescience regarding the inadequacies of the new scientism and the dismal reaction this warning received. First, that the American Political Thought group and the new APT journal are directly indebted to Storing, both to his path-clearing critique of scientism and to his subsequent scholarship in American politics. Storingâ€™s brief subsequent career helped to launch a constitutionalist political science that appreciated Americaâ€™s founding principles and first political science, to include the perpetually recurring debates about them, as evergreen in the subsequent centuries of American political life. A serious understanding of the founding political science, weaknesses as well as strengths, therefore was indispensable for any political scientist who addressed American politics or liberal democracy generally, including for any who sought to improve upon or displace that original approach. Storingâ€™s critique of narrow scientism was a prologue that cleared space for his own contributions to what he deemed a more adequate, post-Progressive and post-scientistic political science. His later contributions endure into later generations and a new era both for their reasonableness and their insights about politics and particularly American politics. Moreover, while the breadth and moderation of Storingâ€™s political science shares something with the calls for methodological pluralism of the recent Perestroika movement, his approach would seem to disagree with the overtly value-neutral but de facto progressivism, and academic activism, of the Perestroika view. My second point is that Storingâ€™s constitutionalist political science consciously sought to reinvigorate the political science of the founding era as a whole and not the narrower views of either Federalists or Anti-Federalists or Jeffersonians, and this was a mark of Storingâ€™s overriding intellectual moderation or balance. This lesson and legacy of tough-minded, reasonable, Socratic moderation in Storingâ€™s scholarship is something that self-identified Straussians, as well as those who vociferously criticize or silently shun them, could profitably recognize and ponder. The fact that Storing studied and published in a range of subfields and sub-subfields in our discipline indicates his intellectual balance and breadth. Moreover, his particular contributions to understanding American political thought, American constitutionalism, and American statesmanship or leadership evince the careful sobriety and avoidance of intellectual extremes or polemics that I am calling moderation. He was not narrow in his appreciation of the founding political science, nor did he think it reasonable or useful to encase it in ember for study by devoted disciples. Instead he sought to understand it in its full breadth, to critique it, and to develop its understanding for application to the new phenomena of his era â€“ as evident in his scholarship on topics ranging from public administration, to racial issues in politics, to the new conception of the presidency.  

Third and finally -- and to return to Storingâ€™s prescient critique of the dangers to political science and politics of swooning before intellectual fads â€“ a comparison of Storingâ€™s constitutionalist political science with the alternatives proposed either by Lowiâ€™s neo-Progressive critique of interest-group pluralism or the Perestroika movementâ€™s neo-Progressive call for a methodological pluralism of relevance and activism suggests why Storingâ€™s political science deserves a wider, fairer hearing. I limit myself to two points on which neo-Progressives today, both within political science and in wider political discourse, complain that American politics is failing, and my argument is that Storingâ€™s more moderate approach offers the better understanding and better corrective. The first point here is the widely-voiced concern about polarization and hyper-partisanship in politics, most often blamed upon the extremism of conservatives. In response we should note that the political science of Woodrow Wilson and its progeny, all of which reject the broad constitutionalist principles of Americaâ€™s first political science or any attempts to revise or develop them, have held the commanding heights of the discipline for well over 100 years. Are not these post-constitutionalist schools somewhat, or substantially, to blame for the failure to produce a more civil discourse or a better kind of partisanship? Moreover, Storingâ€™s political science explains why these various post-constitutionalist approaches, whether value-free scientism or value-laden constructivisms ranging from Rawls and Rorty to the Perestroika movement, at least unintentionally produce more polarization, or, less-constructive versions of it. Storingâ€™s emphasis upon the American founding as itself a product of reasoned debated about broad principles, and his emphasis upon the need for a political science that appreciates the reasonable judgments by and disagreements among both elected politicians and appointed civil servants, better addresses the causes of unreasonable or excessive partisanship within our constitutional order. This is because it first understands what our constitutional order is, what its reasonable aims are, and what reasonable debate about ends and means has been and could be. A second and related point on which Storingâ€™s political science deserves a wider hearing is the superior understanding of statesmanship or leadership provided by a constitutionalist or neo-Montesquieuan political science. Storingâ€™s science thus better addresses the widely-voiced complaints among academics and beyond about a leadership crisis in American political culture, and would provide more academic substance to the proliferating â€œleadership studiesâ€� programs in higher education and beyond. 
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