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		Abstract

		This article, part of a symposium on the future of legal education, examines the rhetoric of crisis today, compares it to the rhetoric of crisis in the 1930s, the closest analogue to the present, and points out that there are strikingly similar themes: too many lawyers; stagnant growth in legal services, caused in part by competitors taking legal business away; and a sense that the problem is with the law schools below the top of the legal hierarchy. The article suggests that the promotion of crisis by lawyers and law professors is as consistent with the strength of the legal profession as any purported decline. Advocates often build their reputations in part by taking sides with external critics, and in down economic times the crisis rhetoric is even more attractive and newsworthy. Lawyers end up dominating both sides of the debate about the value of a law degree - a pretty strong position, suggesting it may not be the right time to give up on law degrees. Noting that legal realists were the key individuals relatively late in the depression era who debunked the 'too many lawyers' theme and the attack on the more accessible law schools, the article seeks also to begin a discussion of what a new legal realist approach would be today, especially given the real problem of high tuitions and debt. Examining the relationship between competition, high tuition and debt, the article suggests that the major difference between the 1930s and the present is that there is tremendous competition today in the legal profession and in legal education - competition that US News rankings reflect but did not cause (as is true with respect to corporate law firms and The American Lawyer rankings). The market will have winners and losers, as with law firms, but, as is also true of law firms, they may not square up with the rankings hierarchy. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Garth,  Bryant, Crises, Crisis Rhetoric, and Competition in Legal Education: A Sociological Perspective on the (Latest) Crisis of the Legal Profession and Legal Education (October 24, 2012). Stanford Law & Policy Review, 2013, UC Irvine School of Law Research Paper No. 2012-70,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2166441
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Bryant Garth (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of California, Irvine School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					401 E. Peltason Dr.
Ste. 1000
Irvine, CA  92697-1000
United States
949-824-7230 (Phone)
949-824-0495 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: American Bar Foundation]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				American Bar Foundation  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					750 N. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL  60611
United States
312-988-6575 (Phone)
312-988-6579 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      390

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,235

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  139,828

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    University of California, Irvine School of Law & Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of California, Irvine School of Law & Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,320

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,029

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Dana Lee at University of California, Irvine School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Southwestern Law School Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Southwestern Law School Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,068

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              308

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Priya S. Gupta at McGill University Faculty of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Legal Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,747

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,894

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jeremy R. Paul at Northeastern University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Ethics & Professional Responsibility eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Ethics & Professional Responsibility eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,036

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,164

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        W. Bradley Wendel at Cornell University - School of Law 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: The Legal Profession eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: The Legal Profession eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              918

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,927

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        William D. Henderson at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Innovation in Legal Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Innovation in Legal Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              199

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,557

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Oliver R. Goodenough at Vermont Law School, Rebecca Purdom at Vermont Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Academic Doctorate in Law: A Vehicle for Legal Transplants?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Gail J. Hupper
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Access Across America: First Report of the Civil Justice Infrastructure Mapping Project

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Rebecca L. Sandefur
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Aaron Smyth
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        States Side Story: Career Paths of International LL.M. Students, or 'I Like to Be in America'

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Carole Silver
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Reconsidering the Conventional Wisdom on the Legal Job Market

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        D. Benjamin Barros
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Doing Good Instead of Doing Well? What Lawyers Could be Doing in a World of 'Too Many' Lawyers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Carrie Menkel-meadow
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Getting Real About Globalization and Legal Education: Potential and Perspectives for the U.S.

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Carole Silver
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The New Knowledge Economy and the Transformation of the Law Discipline

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Margaret Thornton
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Holding Onto â€˜Too Many Lawyersâ€™: Bringing International Graduate Students to the Front of the Class

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Carole Silver
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.062 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

