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		Abstract

		We explore a new dimension of fund managers’ timing ability by examining whether they can time market liquidity through adjusting their portfolios’ market exposure as aggregate liquidity conditions change. Using a large sample of hedge funds, we find strong evidence of liquidity timing. A bootstrap analysis suggests that top-ranked liquidity timers cannot be attributed to pure luck. In out-of-sample tests, top liquidity timers outperform bottom timers by 4.0%–5.5% annually on a risk-adjusted basis. We also find that it is important to distinguish liquidity timing from liquidity reaction which primarily relies on public information. Our results are robust to alternative explanations, hedge fund data biases, and the use of alternative timing models, risk factors, and liquidity measures. The findings highlight the importance of understanding and incorporating market liquidity conditions in investment decision-making. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Hedge funds, liquidity timing, investment value, liquidity reaction, performance persistence

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: G23, G11

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Cao,  Charles and Chen,  Yong and Liang,  Bing and Lo,  Andrew W., Can Hedge Funds Time Market Liquidity? (November 20, 2012). Journal of Financial Economics (JFE), Forthcoming, AFA 2013 San Diego Meetings Paper,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1537925 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1537925 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Charles  Cao

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Pennsylvania State University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Department of Finance
Smeal College of Business
University Park, PA  16802
United States
814-865-7891 (Phone)
814-865-3362 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.personal.psu.edu/qxc2/cao.html
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Yong Chen (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Texas A&M University - Department of Finance]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Texas A&M University - Department of Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					360 Wehner Building
College Station, TX  77843-4218
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://mays.tamu.edu/directory/yong-chen
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Bing Liang

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Massachusetts Amherst - Department of Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Amherst, MA  01003
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Andrew W. Lo

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Laboratory for Financial Engineering]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Laboratory for Financial Engineering  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					100 Main Street
E62-618
Cambridge, MA  02142
United States
617-253-0920 (Phone)
781 891-9783 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://web.mit.edu/alo/www
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,631

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   20,954

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   20,637

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       81 Citations
		

	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    American Finance Association Meetings (AFA)

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                American Finance Association Meetings (AFA)

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           10,237

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,056

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Mutual Funds, Hedge Funds & Investment Industry eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Mutual Funds, Hedge Funds & Investment Industry eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,978

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,673

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        René M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,918

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,377

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Offshore Hedge Funds: Survival and Performance 1989-1995

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Stephen J. Brown, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    William N. Goetzmann, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Offshore Hedge Funds: Survival and Performance 1989-1995

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Stephen J. Brown, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    William N. Goetzmann, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Characteristics of Risk and Return in Risk Arbitrage

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Mark L. Mitchell
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Todd C. Pulvino
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Offshore Hedge Funds: Survival & Performance 1989-1995

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        William N. Goetzmann, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Roger G. Ibbotson, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Offshore Hedge Funds: Survival & Performance 1989-1995

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen J. Brown, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        William N. Goetzmann, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An Econometric Model of Serial Correlation and Illiquidity in Hedge Fund Returns

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mila Getmansky Sherman, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew W. Lo, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An Econometric Model of Serial Correlation and Illiquidity in Hedge Fund Returns

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mila Getmansky Sherman, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Andrew W. Lo, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Hedge Funds: The Living and the Dead

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bing Liang
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            High Water Marks

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        William N. Goetzmann, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan E. Ingersoll, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Flows, Performance, and Managerial Incentives in Hedge Funds

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Vikas Agarwal, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Naveen D. Daniel, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
