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		Abstract

		This paper investigates the relationship between female labour force participation rates and economic growth in southern Mediterranean countries. A two-step methodology involving econometric estimations and the use of a general equilibrium model was used for this purpose.  

The econometric estimations suggest that there is a U-shaped relationship between economic growth and female labour force participation rates and they indicate the presence of region-specific barriers impeding women's entry into the labour force in southern Mediterranean countries.  

The econometric results were fed into a general equilibrium model, the GEM-E3-MEDPRO, which was used to simulate two alternative assumptions on developments in female labour participation rates in the region up to 2030. The first of these simulated changes in female labour force participation rates arising from income level trends projected for the period 2015â€“2030 in southern Mediterranean countries. The second assumed the lowering of region-specific barriers which deter female labour force participation.  

The results of these simulations suggest that lower female labour force participation rates may lead to marginally lower economic growth in the region, while the removal of region-specific barriers to female labour force participation may encourage economic growth. This has important policy implications, suggesting that policies intended to remove such barriers could help to promote the growth of the region's economies. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: female labour, female labour force, southern Mediterranean, growth, region-specific barriers

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Tsani,  Stella and Paroussos,  Leonidas and Fragiadakis,  Costas and Charalambidis,  Ioannis and Capros,  Pantelis, Female Labour Force Participation and Economic Development in Southern Mediterranean Countries: What Scenarios for 2030? (December 10, 2012). MEDPRO Technical Report No. 19/December 2012,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2187297
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Stella Tsani (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National and Kapodistrian University of Athens  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1, Sofokleous Str
Athens, GR- 10559
Greece

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Leonidas Paroussos

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) - School of Electrical and Computer Engineering  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Athens
Greece

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Costas Fragiadakis

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) - School of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Athens
Greece

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ioannis Charalambidis

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) - School of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Athens
Greece

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Pantelis Capros

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) - School of Electrical and Computer Engineering  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Athens
Greece

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      337

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,862

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  164,261

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       44 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Demographics & Economics of the Family eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              732

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,162

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,397

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              668

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,285

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Regional & Country Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              582

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           27,035

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Determinants of School Attainment of Boys and Girls in Turkey

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Aysit Tansel
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Inter-Country Comparisons of Labor Force Trends and of Related Developments:  an Overview

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jacob Mincer
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Development and Female Labor Force Participation in Turkey: Time-Series Evidence and Cross-Section Estimates

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Aysit Tansel
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            General Versus Vocational High Schools and Labor Market Outcomes in Turkey

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Effect of Private Tutoring on University Entrance Examination Performance in Turkey

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Fatma Bircan Bodur
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            'Brain Drain' from Turkey: Survey Evidence of Student Non-Return

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Nil Demet Gungor
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Unemployment and Transitions in the Turkish Labor Market: Evidence from Individual Level Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        H. Mehmet Tasci
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Unemployment and Transitions in the Turkish Labor Market:
Evidence from Individual Level Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        H. Mehmet Tasci
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Private Supplementary Tutoring in Turkey Recent Evidence on its Various Aspects

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Fatma Bircan Bodur
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Private Supplementary Tutoring in Turkey: Recent Evidence on its Various Aspects

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Aysit Tansel
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Fatma Bircan Bodur
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.111 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

