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		Abstract

		Members of partisan social groups often exaggerate how much their own opinions differ from those of their rivals. In the present two studies, partisans estimated their own and their rivalsâ€™ attitudes toward different issues related to the social conflict and also made a variety of evaluative judgments about their own and the rival group. The authors found that (a) partisans perceive more disagreement with their rivals about values that are central to their own sidesâ€™ ideological position than those that are central to their rivalsâ€™ position and (b) perceptions of disagreement about the partisansâ€™ own central values are what predicts partisansâ€™ global evaluations of members of the outgroup (e.g., disliking, trait stereotypes, perceived similarity). Furthermore, partisans believed their adversaries were motivated by an opposition to the partisansâ€™ own core values rather than by promotion of the adversariesâ€™ core values. Discussion concentrates on the theoretical and applied implications of these findings. 
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