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		Abstract

		What explains the well-known ability of security threats to mobilize social groups against each other?  This article argues that the power of such threats lies in the power of group emotions, notably the primary emotion of fear.  Fear works by activating psychological processes at the group level that leads to the polarization of attitudes between groups.  To illustrate the effect of fear on intergroup relations, the article analyzes survey data, radio broadcasts, and interviews from Rwandaâ€™s civil war and genocide of 1990-94 to provide evidence of four psychosocial mechanisms at work in group polarization: boundary activation, outgroup derogation, outgroup homogenization, and ingroup cohesion.  The article further argues that the debates between emotions and material opportunities, and emotions and rationality in explanations of ethnic conflicts represent false theoretical choices.  Emotions and material opportunities both matter, and rationality and emotion are not incompatible.  It proposes two simple refinements to extant theoretical and empirical approaches.  First, it calls for a distinction between attitudes and violence in ethnic conflicts and argues that emotions matter for the polarization of attitudes, but it is material and structural opportunities that mediate their expression as violence.  Second, it asks that scholars recognize extensive research in social psychology that shows that both emotion and reason interact in individual judgment and decisionmaking. 
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