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		Abstract

		Students at most American law schools study federal procedure, both civil and criminal, and learn about the many challenges posed by the application of the federal constitution to real world circumstances. Many citizens find themselves reassured or disquieted by decisions of the United States Supreme Court that are often widely reported and discussed in the media. Sometimes its decisions significantly change expectations and rights and some reorder American life for all of us. And yet, despite all the attention we give federal law, it is state and not federal courts that are at the center of the American justice system. They are closest to the people and to the problems and conflicts that beset them. The numbers make that clear; consider that during 2006 and 2007 approximately 278,000 civil suits were filed in the nationâ€™s federal district courts, while in 2005, California, Florida, Maryland, New York, and Virginia each saw more than 950,000 new civil actions filed. To put the imbalance more starkly, there are more cases filed in the state courts on the island of Manhattan in a single week than are filed in all the federal courts in America in a single year. But despite their â€œunder the radarâ€� preeminent role in dispensing justice in America, state courts are imperiled by many real and growing challenges. If not met, all the challenges have consequences. In this article, we discuss some of those challenges and the consequences of failing to meet them, with particular attention to state courts and the issues of funding, declining civic knowledge, self-representation, and technology. 
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