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		Abstract

		Today we find ourselves in a world where the once fantastic has become commonplace. We can search worldwide catalogs of libraries, listen to radio from foreign countries, and tour the wonders of the world, all from our home computers. We talk on wireless telephones and in virtual â€œroomsâ€� to people the world over about everything from aardvark poetry to ZZ Top. We watch the movies we want when we want them without having to go to a theater to pay too much for popcorn -- even though sometimes we go because the screen is bigger and the butter tastes better. We expect -- not hope, not merely desire, but expect -- to watch Olympic events in Australia as they happen, or when we wake up in the morning, whichever we choose. Our science fiction today shows us a future in cyberspace where we can not only read and â€œchat,â€� but live and die. In the year 2000 we have completed a transition that after World War II had only just begun: Instead of technology surprising us with possibilities we had not imagined, we now expect technology to make our dreams come true. Yet at this millennial threshold, we find ourselves asking the same question that was so pertinent to the Hutchins Commission more than fifty years ago. It bears repeating: With the immeasurable power of burgeoning technologies increasingly concentrated in profit oriented big businesses, will media rise to their responsibility to a world of nations seeking understanding? Or will irresponsibility deprive media of their freedom? 
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