

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Does Online Availability Increase Citations? Theory and Evidence from a Panel of Economics and Business Journals

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			50 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 24 Jan 2011
		
			Last revised: 17 Aug 2014
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Mark J. McCabeMark J. McCabe
Boston University - Questrom School of Business; SKEMA Business School, UniversitÃ© CÃ´te dâ€™Azur (GREDEG), Sophia Antipolis, France
Christopher M. Snyder
Dartmouth College - Department of Economics; National Bureau of Economic Research


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: March 14, 2013

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Does online availability boost citations? The answer has implications for issues ranging from the value of a citation to the sustainability of open-access journals. Using panel data on citations to economics and business journals, we show that the enormous effects found in previous studies were an artifact of their failure to control for article quality, disappearing once we add fixed effects as controls. The absence of an aggregate effect masks heterogeneity across platforms: JSTOR stands apart from others, boosting citations around 10%. We examine other sources of heterogeneity including whether JSTOR increases cites from authors in developing more than developed countries and increases cites to â€œlong-tailâ€� more than â€œsuperstarâ€� articles. Our theoretical analysis informs the econometric specification and allows us to translate our results for citation increases into welfare terms. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: L17, O33, A11

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			McCabe,  Mark J. and Snyder,  Christopher M., Does Online Availability Increase Citations? Theory and Evidence from a Panel of Economics and Business Journals (March 14, 2013).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1746243 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1746243 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Mark J. McCabe (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Boston University - Questrom School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					595 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, MA MA 02215
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://sites.google.com/site/markjmccabe1/home
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				SKEMA Business School, UniversitÃ© CÃ´te dâ€™Azur (GREDEG), Sophia Antipolis, France  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					60 rue DostoÃ¯evski
SKEMA Business School, Economics Department
Sophia Antipolis, 06902
France

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://sites.google.com/site/markjmccabe1/home
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christopher M. Snyder

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Dartmouth College - Department of Economics  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					301 Rockefeller Hall
Hanover, NH  03755
United States
(603) 646-0642 (Phone)
(603) 646-2122 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~csnyder/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      990

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   13,263

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   42,866

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       20 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       52 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Economics of Networks eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economics of Networks eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,705

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,738

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Nicholas Economides at New York University - Leonard N. Stern School of Business - Department of Economics 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Econometrics: Single Equation Models eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Econometrics: Single Equation Models eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,438

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,190

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Microeconomics: Search; Learning; Information Costs & Specific Knowledge; Expectation & Speculation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Microeconomics: Search; Learning; Information Costs & Specific Knowledge; Expectation & Speculation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              797

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,027

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Diffusion of Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Diffusion of Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              333

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,918

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    eBusiness & eCommerce eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                eBusiness & eCommerce eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              230

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,186

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik Brynjolfsson at National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), John Little at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Xiaoquan (Michael) Zhang at Chinese University of Hong Kong

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Information Systems & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Information Systems & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              224

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,631

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erik Brynjolfsson at National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Downstream Competition, Foreclosure, and Vertical Integration

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Gilles Chemla
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Open Access as a Crude Solution to a Hold-up Problem in the Two-Sided Market for Academic Journals

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Mark J. Mccabe
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher M. Snyder
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Pricing of Academic Journals: A Two-Sided Market Perspective

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Doh-shin Jeon
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Jean-charles Rochet
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Bundling Electronic Journals and Competition Among Publishers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Doh-shin Jeon
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Domenico Menicucci
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Academic Journal Prices in a Digital Age: A Two-Sided-Market Model

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark J. Mccabe
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher M. Snyder
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Model of Academic Journal Quality with Applications to Open-Access Journals

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark J. Mccabe
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher M. Snyder
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Getting Cited: Does Open Access Help?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Patrick Gaule
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Nicolas Maystre
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Pricing of Scientific Journal and Market Power

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mathias Dewatripont, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Victor A. Ginsburgh, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Open Access Versus Traditional Journal Pricing: Using a Simple 'Platform Market' Model to Understand Which Will Win (and Which Should)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark J. Mccabe, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Christopher M. Snyder, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
