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		Abstract

		Justice Scalia defends textualism as the only form of interpretation that should govern judicial interpretation of statutes and the Constitution. The book begins with an essay by Justice Scalia establishing the framework of his interpretive model and arguing that his model is mandated to achieve institutional legitimacy in a constitutional system of separated powers and for the protection of democracy. Comments to this essay follow from four distinguished scholars. Each comment is addressed in the final pages by a response from Justice Scalia. This Article presents an overview of Justice Scalia's argument, the arguments embodied in the comments, and discusses Justice Scalia's responses to these arguments. It then sets forth the insights contained in the book on the impact of an accepted method of statutory interpretation on the incentives of legislators in drafting and formulating statutory law. This Article then analyzes those insights and argues that widespread adoption of Justice Scalia's method of statutory interpretation would alter legislative behavior in an advantageous way. Its unique contribution involves a law and economics analysis of the incentives to pad the legislative history with individual interpretations of a law would be severely diminished and why legislatures should find it necessary to use clearer language in statutes. The increase in clarity and decrease in attempts to shape legislation in a specific way would decrease the effectiveness of rent-seeking behavior that is most often injurious to the public interest. 
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