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		Abstract

		This paper examines the place of intergenerational politics in modern and contemporary political thought. I argue that even as more and more attention has been given to intergenerational dynamics of late, both theory and practice have been unable to deal with the fact that future generations have no clear way of participating in the democratic use of power. This paper begins with a review of the place of intergenerational concerns in the modern and contemporary political theory, focusing on three general approaches to the topic: generational sovereignty, generational representation, and generational distribution. Although the generational sovereignty approach taps into a powerful impulse, our aspiration to democratic freedom cannot override the fact that we live in a temporal continuum, inheriting and bequeathing particular historical contexts that demand attention. However, the impossibility of knowing future individuals also creates specific problems for any attempt to represent future concerns. At the same time, this does not remove the obligation on democrats to attend to future generations in some way. Meanwhile, philosophers tell us we should care about intergenerational justice and have attempted to work out the precise fair distribution of resources across time. But then why havenâ€™t we done more to protect future generations? Working with Patchen Markellâ€™s critique of the politics of recognition, I argue that we should instead focus on a set of self-directed practices that better acknowledge temporal intersubjective vulnerability and cultivate a particular orientation toward ourselves and the future. 
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