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		Abstract

		Education is generally considered to be among the strongest individual-level predictors of political participation. However, a number of studies points towards a more contextualized understanding of the relationship between education and political participation. The aim of our paper is to examine the effects of educational environments on individual-level political participation. For this purpose we investigate the effects of individual education relative to the level of education in their community. Our analysis is carried out on a Norwegian data set. Municipalities serve as the unit of aggregation for educational environment. We employ a comprehensive citizen survey comprising a total of more than 11.000 respondents covering most Norwegian municipalities as well as key variables characterizing the municipalities included in the survey. We rely on the distinction between individual and collective participatory forms in choosing party membership (mainly collective) and contacting of officials (mainly individual) as our dependent variables. The analyses reveal that the local educational level does have an impact on individual education when it comes to the probability of having contacted a local politician but not for party membership. Less educated individuals seem to become more like educated individuals (and the other way around) if they live in highly educated municipalities. The Norwegian case thus lends support to the relative educational model as we find that the higher the level of education in the environment, the smaller is the effect of individual-level education. 
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