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		The paper discusses what Zdenek Kühn later described as "the Empire of Mechanical Jurisprudence" in the Croatian Yearbook of European Law & Policy, namely the systemic pressure on judges during the Socialist era to stick strictly to the black letter of the law. By exercising this pressure, combined with the system of telephone justice, where judges got phone calls from the Communist party headquarters telling them how to decide politically or otherwise sensitive cases, beautifully illustrated by Maureen Fitzmahan in the Parker School Journal of East European Law, Socialism systematically purged the judiciary from any independent thinkers and any notions that "justice" rather than "law" should be applied. The legacy of this era is painfully obvious today in many courts in Central and Eastern Europe, where judges simply do not know how to handle their newly secured independence. They widely lack the methodological training to properly motivate their judgments, which in turn seem arbitrary. The painful conclusion is that the judiciary in the CEECs used to lack any legitimacy because it was seen as the enforcement arm of an illegitimate Communist party dictatorship and now it struggles to gain any legitimacy because it is seen as unpredictable, unaccountable, and corrupt.    
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