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		Abstract

		This paper invites us to radically rethink the concept of accountability and to design new solutions to the problem of corruption. It identifies and critiques both the â€œpublic-sectorâ€� and the â€œmodernizationistâ€� biases which characterize dominant approaches to the study of corruption. It maintains that corruption is a matter of political domination, structural impunity (especially for the private sector) and social disempowerment. The fundamental remedy, therefore, lies in significant doses of civic and economic democracy. The paper offers a new â€œstructuralâ€� approach to corruption as well as a new â€œdemocratic-expansiveâ€� understanding of transparency. These approaches are particularly important in the wake of the generalization of Public-Private Partnerships throughout the developing world. The important achievements in recent decades with regard to the transparency and oversight of government entities are being eclipsed by the opacity under which the private sector carries out its new public responsibilities. The heuristic devices developed in this paper will help to better understand how the new â€œstructural pluralismâ€� of public authority presents unique challenges for accountability, transparency and democracy. 
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