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		Abstract

		The authors collect Hungarian applicable in the context of European parliamentary elections. Following this the authors conclude that (i) concerning the election in focus, in line with general European trends, voter turnout declined, bringing lower participation rates than in the previous, for Hungary, the first MEP elections. Participation is lower than the EU average, but Hungary is not the worst among new member states. (ii) The gender distribution of the newly elected MEPâ€™s is: 8 female, 14 male, as opposed to 8 female 16 male (with 24 MEPâ€™s) in 2004, thus the proportion of women is higher. (iii) Far-right extremists JOBBIK made a surprising breakthrough by not only passing the unprecedented 5% threshold but gaining almost 15% of the votes. This led to a complete restructuring of the political map in Hungary. The former structure with two major parties (MSZP and FIDESZ-KDNP) along two small ones (SZDSZ and MDF) is obsolete. JOBBIK appears to stabilize its position as a middle-size party and SZDSZ, one of the major forces throughout and after the political transition, the strongest opposition party in the 1990-1994 cycle, and member of the government coalition between 1994-1998 and 2002-2008 was basically wiped off the political map, attracting only 60,000 votes or 2.2%, compared to more than a million in the countryâ€™s first free elections 19 years ago. Party President GÃ¡bor Fodor resigned after the election and the party is unlikely to regain its strengths for the 2010 national elections. 
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