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		This Article has two principal purposes.  The first is to examine the logic and limits of a medieval debate over same-sex unions.  The medieval lawyers who engaged in this debate were no friends of same-sex unions.  The debate, rather, seemed to take the form of an academic exercise by which the lawyers involved defined more rigorously the boundaries of what counted as marriage and also imported into the jurisprudence of marriage a deeply-hostile homophobia.  I do not assert that same-sex marriage was an actual social reality in the Middle Ages.  The existence of this debate, however, is quite remarkable in its own right.  The Articleâ€™s second major purpose, then, is to reconsider the origins of homophobia.  By connecting the canon law of marriage with homophobic rhetoric, the medieval lawyers reinterpreted marriage as an institution that not only served certain ends in its own right but existed to defeat the perceived threat of same-sex relations.  This linkage, first articulated in the thirteenth century, unfortunately remains a feature of the contemporary debate over same-sex unions. 
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