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		Abstract

		Copyright, in line with all other intellectual property rights, is often referred to as a “negative right”, that is, a right to prevent others from doing certain things. However, this is an overstatement. The content or substance of copyright is the right to use: it is what in relation to property rights over tangible objects would be referred to as incidents of ownership, for example, a right to possession and use, a right to management, to capital and income, or a right to alienate and burden. In the case of copyright, it is especially the exercise of the right by way of alienation or permissions to use.   

This chapter deals with the right to use the copyright in the form of the right to assign or license. The right to assign or license depends on the concept of copyright in a given jurisdiction. The object of property, the copyright, has different characteristics in an author’s rights country when compared with a copyright country, and even the proprietary element is less dominant with author’s rights than with copyright in copyright systems. These different characteristics determine the incidents of ownership and the types of use which flow from them. The discussion will show that therefore certain components of the author’s right, or the author’s right as a whole, may not be assignable, and in the light of this restriction, the licence obtains a different role. 
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