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		Abstract

		The balancing or weighing of principles by reference to their dimension of weight or importance seems to represent the prevailing method for solving contradictions (antinomies) arising between legal principles when the latter are applied in practice. However, as I argue in the paper, the method of balancing or weighing might not be the only method for solving antinomies or at least a specific type of antinomy between implicit legal principles (the so-called total-partial antinomy, according to Rossâ€™s taxonomy). Instead of resorting to the prevailing method of weighing or balancing principles, I argue that the criterion for solving the so-called total-partial antinomies between implicit legal principles could also be the classical juridical criterion of speciality (lex specialis derogat legi generali) which is one of the criteria used for solving antinomies between legal rules. 
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