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		This essay evaluates future directions in American urban policy in the 21st century. It builds on the idea that American urban policy has two political faces, a Social and a Developmental face. Each follows a different political logic and are projections of powerful interests playing different political games. This distinction makes it possible to identify different obstacles to equality within specific policy boundaries. Accordingly, the Social and Developmental faces must be re-shaped in quite different ways for more equitable policies to emerge. In general, however, reforms will hinge enormously changes at the national governmental level in order to effectively confront major barriers to equity.  Re-making social policy depends upon creating broad interest coalitions that can succeed in promoting redistributive  programs.  This counsels continued movement away from targeted and place oriented federal social intervention in favor of expanding individual and universalistic welfare approaches. Re-making the Developmental face requires challenging devolutionary federal policies that encourage and support local economic rivalries that favor growth for its own sake while neglecting more balanced and inclusionary forms of community development. Policies that chip away at the pillars of this urban system include fiscal reforms, such as general revenue sharing, greater federal responsibility in local government borrowing, tax reforms, national regulatory action to discourage supply-side subsidies to capture business investment, and other policy changes. Ironically, all this implies an end to explicit national urban programs in favor of reforms that focus on changing the inter-governmental environment of urban politics and policy. 
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