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		Abstract

		Our project investigates the impact of minority bureaucratic and political representation on the distribution of disciplinary measures in public schools, in contrast with its impact on gifted and talented class placement. It is motivated by the contrast in accumulating research on the consequences of minority bureaucratic representation between findings that minority teacher representation yields beneficial outcomes for minority students while minority representation on city police forces does not yield beneficial outcomes for minority residents. Similarly, we note that public school teaching involves two kinds of roles: one involving distribution of benefits (such as placement in gifted and talented programs) while the other, involving the distribution of discipline, approximates the policing role. We theorize that (a) modeling the impact of greater minority representation on teaching staffs will yield similarly contrasting results for these two roles, (b) that there will also be differences based on type of discipline at issue, and that (c) the role of minority representation on the school board must also be taken into account. We use 2009-2010 data from the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights to measure rates, by race, at which a national random sample of schools have directed disciplinary actions to students or assigned students to gifted and talented programs. We merge this data with the Department of Educationâ€™s 2007-2008 Schools and Staffing Survey for school-level information on the racial and ethnic composition of the teaching staff, with geo-coded data from the Census Bureauâ€™s American Community Survey for a variety of relevant school-level controls and data on minority school board representation for each school from the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies and the National Association of Latino Elected Officials. 
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