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		Abstract

		Scholars have sought to fit American foreign policy into distinct European theories of either liberalism, realism, or nationalism.  America’s first grand strategy, in Washington’s Farewell Address (1796), instead sought to blend these views into a distinctly American strategy.  Washington argued not for isolation, but that America would stand for moderation and independence in our international engagements.  His legacy is evident nearly two centuries later in Eisenhower’s Farewell Address (1961).  These statesmen embody the distinctive quality of American political thought that balances and blends seemingly rival principles so as to avoid extremes of injustice and imprudence.  Washington was influenced by Montesquieu’s conception of moderation in international relations, and Tocqueville’s praise of Washington’s grand strategy affirms that provenance.  Eisenhower adapts to new circumstances this American tradition of exceptionalism via moderation – blending interests and justice, prudence and principles, power and pacific benevolence.   One element of this strategy is thus the centrality for statesmanship itself, to balance theory and practice in changing contexts, as a reflection of American moderation. 
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