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		Abstract

		This note argues the best interest of the child standard should include parental alienation, and courts should follow a therapeutic intervention approach before modifying custody.  

Parental alienation is the intentional acts of one parent to turn a child against the other parent. Parental alienation generally involves behaviors that denigrate the alienated parent, reduces contact between the child and the alienated parent, and ultimately causes the child to reject the alienated parent. These behaviors have become a serious problem for children of divorce or unhappy relationships. The alienation usually manifests following separation or divorce. Parental alienation is controversial among mental health and legal professionals as to whether it is a psychological disorder and what the appropriate legal remedy should be when it occurs. 
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