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		Since the law and society movement in the 1960s, the sociology of law in the United States has been dominated by a power/inequality approach. Based on a sociological distinction between the forms and substances of law, this essay outlines a â€œpowerlessâ€� approach to the sociology of law as a theoretical alternative to the mainstream power/inequality approach. Following Simmel and the Chicago School of sociology, this new approach analyzes the legal system not by its power relations and patterns of inequality, but by its social forms, or the structures and processes that constitute the legal systemâ€™s spatial outlook and temporality. Taking a radical stance on power, this essay is not only a retrospective call for social theory in law and society research, but also a progressive effort to move beyond US-centric sociolegal scholarship and to develop new social science tools that explain a larger variety of legal phenomena across the world. 
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