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		Abstract

		We analyze the socially responsible investing (SRI) practices of US colleges and universities. While SRI may appear inconsistent with the fiduciary duty of university trustees, certain practices may be appropriate if they align with the mission and enhance the â€œbrand.â€�  Alternatively, SRI may reflect agency costs. We find evidence consistent with both hypotheses. SRI is predominantly a private school phenomenon. Among private schools, there are important differences in the policies of independent and church-affiliated schools. Whereas independent schools are likely to adopt screens related to environment, social, and governance (ESG) concerns and to avoid others, church-affiliated schools are likely to also adopt policies that align with their religious philosophies. Independent schools recognized as â€œthought leadersâ€� generally do not seek differentiation through their SRI policies and, if they do, are unlikely to sacrifice investment returns for SRI objectives. In contrast, less selective independent and church-affiliated schools indicate willingness to sacrifice returns, suggesting that they see the cost of SRI policies as investment in their brand/mission. Consistent with the agency cost hypothesis, governance attributes of investment committees bear significantly on policy choices. For independent schools, larger committees and those where representation of investment professionals is low are more likely to screen, allow sustainability considerations to influence investment choices, and vote proxies along SRI lines. â€œSocial boards,â€� those with more alumni and less investments expertise, appear more oriented toward generating donations and less focused on investment policy. At church-affiliated schools, where investment committees are likely to share a common religious background, there is evidence of homogeneous thinking. For these schools, larger committees work against SRI activism, as does having more investment expertise on the committee. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: socially responsible investing (SRI), ESG investing, university endowments, agency cost, governance

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: D23, G23, G34, I22, K20

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Smith,  Richard L. and Smith,  Janet Kiholm, Universities and Colleges as Socially Responsible Investors (September 2, 2014).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2500438 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2500438 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Richard L. Smith

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of California, Riverside - Anderson Graduate School of Management  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Riverside, CA  92521
United States
951-827-3554 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.agsm.ucr.edu/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Janet Kiholm Smith (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Claremont McKenna College - Robert Day School of Economics and Finance]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Claremont McKenna College - Robert Day School of Economics and Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					500 E. Ninth St.
Claremont, CA  91711-6420
United States
909-607-3276 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      239

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,072

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  233,740

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				        4 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Social Sciences Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Social Sciences Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           10,092

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,554

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Behavioral & Experimental Finance (Editor's Choice) eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Behavioral & Experimental Finance (Editor's Choice) eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,186

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,378

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Corporate Governance & Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,470

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,735

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance: Social Responsibility & Social Impact eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance: Social Responsibility & Social Impact eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,184

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,359

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School, Marc J Epstein at Rice University - Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Business, Geoffrey M. Heal at Columbia University - Columbia Business School, Finance, Donald John Roberts at Stanford Graduate School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              823

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,246

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Organizations & Markets: Formal & Informal Structures eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Organizations & Markets: Formal & Informal Structures eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              704

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,961

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Socially Responsible Investment eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Socially Responsible Investment eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              624

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,412

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Anthropology of Education eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Anthropology of Education eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              374

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,358

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Fiduciary Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Fiduciary Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              151

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,467

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        D. Gordon Smith at Brigham Young University - J. Reuben Clark Law School 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.078 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
