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		The legal regimes of the World Trade Organization and of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights are a commonly cited example of the fragmentation of international law: the regimes seem to drift apart and risk imposing contradictory obligations on states parties. Recent scholarly work has improved our understanding of the interaction of the norms of the different regimes. This contribution discusses the institutional aspects involved. It fist analyzes the legal obligations of the WTO under the ICESCR as well as the possibility of applying the ICESCR in WTO dispute settlement. It then examines empirically how and when the ICESCR is referred to in the different bodies of the WTO. The study shows that the impact of the Covenant has been limited, even though 84 per cent of all WTO members are parties to the ICESCR. The conclusions both give reasons for this limited impact and suggest a realistic approach at improving the situation. 
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