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		Abstract

		As I document in this note, the party of a candidate for a U.S. House or Senate seat cannot be too out-of-line with his or her district.  Specifically, if the district is more than 13 points different from the candidateâ€™s party (as judged by the most recent presidential election), then he or she has essentially zero chance of winning.  In an earlier version of this note (published on Ricochet.com, approximately one week before the 2014 midterm elections), I used the Rule to make predictions about four races: the Kentucky and Arkansas senate races and the 2nd and 3rd House races in West Virginia.  All four predictions were correct even though many pundits called the races tossups  or near-tossups. The rule predicts that Senator Joe Manchin (D-W.V.) has no chance of winning reelection in 2018 (unless Manchin becomes a Republican or West Virginia voters trend significantly leftward during the next few years). 
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