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		Abstract

		In the 1980s, the memory of prolonged Yolngu (Australian Aboriginal) contact with visitors from south-east Asia (the Macassans) was influencing the ways that Yolngu were then fighting for sea rights, mineral rights, and also a treaty with non-Aboriginal Australians. Among David Burrumarraâ€™s Warramiri clan there was a deeply held conviction that the relationships that were forged in the very earliest days represented a â€˜high water markâ€™ in terms of coexistence. The two intermarrying moieties (or halves) of Yolngu society, Dhuwa and Yirritja, find harmony in an intricate net of social relations, and such was the case, also, in the â€˜golden ageâ€™ at the dawn of time when Yolngu and Indonesians danced together on the beaches of  north-east Arnhem Land. Why was there not the same sense of connectedness between black and white Australians, Burrumarra would ask. In this paper I will share one story told to me by David Burrumarra in order to show how some Yolngu view the history and legacy of trepanging not just through the narrow lens of tamarind trees, pottery shards and the years 1780-1907, but, rather, through an entirely different and sacred lens. 
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