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		Abstract

		The Gaza Visioning Project at IUPUI engages students and faculty from Gaza University and Indiana University (Indianapolis) in a unique visioning exercise to explore the pathways to peace and prosperity in the Middle East. By standing in the future, in the year 2050, and looking back to the present, visioning participants described how the forbidden pilgrimage to Al-Quds (Jerusalem) now attracted over three million pilgrims from the Muslim world, had become the cornerstone of a vibrant and sustainable tourist industry, a bridge to interfaith cooperation, and a catalyst for the achievement of both inner and outer peace. Gaza in 2050 in this envisioned journey of healing, has undergone an extraordinary transformation. Its port is one of the busiest in the Mediterranean and it has become the gateway for these many pilgrims. In this paper, I explore the role of pilgrimage as an avenue for conflict resolution and for the prized reconciliation of individuals, political factions, states, and religions. The visioning process may have targeted pilgrimage in a practical sense as an important tool in marketplace development and for the building of a culture of peace but pilgrimage itself was also understood to be a tool of the visioning process. The two notions are interdependent. The actual journey to the sacred center â€“ in this case Al-Quds â€“ and the journey of the Gaza Strip from its current state of economic and social crisis, to its future liberation and prosperity, are both pilgrimages. Designing a plan of action to realize the dream, and inspiring participants to believe in their vision, are preconditions for moving forwards. And it all begins by contemplating the sacred journey. 
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