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		Abstract

		Henrich and colleagues (2010) summarized cultural differences in psychology and argued that people from one particular culture are outliers: people from societies that are Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic (WEIRD). In this study, we show that liberals think WEIRDer than conservatives. In five studies with more than 3,000 participants, we found that liberals think more analytically (an element of WEIRD thought) than moderates and conservatives â€” even in China. We found that social liberals had more analytic perception in the framed-line task (Kitayama, Duffy, Kawamura, & Larsen, 2003) and categorized objects more analytically on the triad task, which asks participants to categorize a group of objects based on either abstract categories or intuitive relation (Ji, Zhang, & Nisbett, 2004). Social politics predicted thought style much better than economic and overall political identity. Studies 4 and 5 showed that briefly training people to think analytically made them form a more liberal opinion on welfare, whereas training them to think holistically made them form a more conservative opinion. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: politics, cognitive style, analytic, holistic, liberal, culture, categorization

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Talhelm,  Thomas and Haidt,  Jonathan and Oishi,  Shigehiro and Zhang,  Xuemin and Miao,  Felicity and Chen,  Shimin, Liberals Think More Analytically (More 'Weird') than Conservatives (July 17, 2012).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2111700 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2111700 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Thomas Talhelm (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Chicago Booth School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					5807 South Woodlawn Avenue
Chicago, IL  60637
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.chicagobooth.edu/faculty/directory/t/thomas-talhelm
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jonathan Haidt

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				New York University (NYU) - Leonard N. Stern School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					NYU-Stern School of Business
44 West 4th Street
New York, NY NY 10012
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Shigehiro Oishi

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Virginia - Psychology  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Xuemin Zhang

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Beijing Normal University (BNU)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					19 Xinjiekou Outer St
Haidian District
Beijing, Guangdong 100875
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Felicity Miao

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Virginia - Psychology  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Shimin Chen

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				South China Normal University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					483 Wushan Str.
Tianhe District
Guangzhou, 510631, Guangdong 510642
China

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,560

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   12,476

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   21,866

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       45 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Cognition & Culture: Culture, Communication, Design, Ethics, Morality, Religion, Rhetoric, & Semiotics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Cognition & Culture: Culture, Communication, Design, Ethics, Morality, Religion, Rhetoric, & Semiotics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,282

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,526

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Todd Oakley at Case Western Reserve University - Department of Cognitive Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Cognitive Social Science eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Cognitive Social Science eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,235

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,589

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Mark B. Turner at Case Western Reserve University - Department of Cognitive Science

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Political Behavior: Cognition, Psychology, & Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Behavior: Cognition, Psychology, & Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              418

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,303

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Yusaku Horiuchi at Affiliation not provided to SSRN

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Individual Issues & Organizational Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Individual Issues & Organizational Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              229

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,397

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        David C. Logan at California Medical Association (CMA) WellnessUniversity of Southern California - Marshall School of Business

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Running Experiments on Amazon Mechanical Turk

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Gabriele Paolacci, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Jesse Chandler, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Online Laboratory: Conducting Experiments in a Real Labor Market

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John J. Horton, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    David G. Rand, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Online Laboratory: Conducting Experiments in a Real Labor Market

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John J. Horton, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    David G. Rand, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Demographics of Mechanical Turk

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Panagiotis G. Ipeirotis
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Conducting Behavioral Research on Amazon's Mechanical Turk

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Winter Mason
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Siddharth Suri
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Labor Economics of Paid Crowdsourcing

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John J. Horton
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Lydia B. Chilton
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            On the Conjunction Fallacy in Probability Judgment: New Experimental Evidence

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gary Charness, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Edi Karni, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Online Labor Markets

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John J. Horton
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Economic Games on the Internet: The Effect of $1 Stakes

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ofra Amir, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        David G. Rand, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Analyzing the Amazon Mechanical Turk Marketplace

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Panagiotis G. Ipeirotis
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.142 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
