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		Abstract

		In this paper, I examine the role Child Protective Service (CPS) systems should have in protecting children from "neglectful" or highly inadequate parenting. I estimate that twenty percent of all children experience seriously inadequate parenting that has the potential of seriously compromising their immediate and long-term health or development, at some point during childhood. I identify three aspects of health and well-being that underlie most state policies and programs for children; safety during childhood, economic success in adulthood, and emotional health.  I argue that while all of these aspects of well-being are important, CPS systems should be authorized to intervene only when there is a threat to a child's immediate physical safety or mental health, not to a child's long-term academic or emotional development.  CPS systems do not have, and never will have, the capacity to address the long-term development of children. I believe, however, that the state does have an obligation to take affirmative steps to improve parenting that significantly compromises children's academic and emotional development.  I outline a new system of coordinated services that should be implemented in order to enable all parents provide basically adequate parenting. 
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