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		Abstract

		In Burwell v. Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc. (2014), a five-Justice majority held that the so-called “contraception mandate” of the Affordable Care Act failed to satisfy the strict scrutiny that the Religious Freedom Restoration Act requires of federal laws that burden religious exercise. It reasoned that the government could advance compelling interests in improving women’s health and reducing gender disparities in healthcare without burdening for-profit religious liberty, by extending to closely held for-profit corporations a regulatory accommodation originally restricted to  religious nonprofit businesses.  

One dimension of the many legal challenges to the mandate is how RFRA’s strict-scrutiny test should be understood and applied to claims for the exemption right it created. Hobby Lobby posed three questions in this regard:   

(1)	When a court applies strict scrutiny under RFRA, must it find that a proposed alternative to religiously burdensome government action is financially, politically, or otherwise viable before it can count as an “available” less-restrictive means of accomplishing the government’s goals?  

(2)	Is the strict scrutiny required by RFRA the deferential test of pre-Smith free-exercise doctrine, or the stringent test used in free speech, due process, and equal protection cases?  

(3)	Does the need to avoid material burdens on those who don’t believe or adhere to the exempted religious practice constitute a justification for denying exemptions that satisfies strict scrutiny under RFRA?  

This Article is organized around the ironic answers to these questions put forward by Hobby Lobby’s counsel at oral argument. Part 1 shows that after Hobby Lobby, the government’s proof that it used the “least restrictive means” may be refuted by mere suggestion of a less-restrictive alternative that is not likely to be implemented or is otherwise not viable.  Part 2 shows that in construing the strict scrutiny required by RFRA, the majority rejected the modest, even-handed balancing of the pre-Smith free exercise cases in favor of the robust and genuinely searching standard of review used in free speech, due process, and equal protection doctrine, and sketches the threatening implications of this move for the mandate and other important workplace laws. Finally, Part 3 argues that while four Justices in Hobby Lobby would apparently allow religious exemptions to burden nonbeneficiary employees in most instances, five Justices recognized that avoiding such burdens is a sufficient justification for refusing exemptions, even under RFRA strict scrutiny.  

The Article concludes that avoiding material burdens on third party employees marks a necessary and desirable boundary to the unlimited right to religious exemption that otherwise would have emerged from Hobby Lobby’s determinations that “less restrictive alternatives” need not be practically available and “strict scrutiny” under RFRA is the same searching review that usually ends in invalidation of laws in other constitutional contexts. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: ACA, accommodation of religion, Affordable Care Act, contraception mandate, contraceptives, Establishment Clause, exemptions, Free Exercise Clause, Hobby Lobby, least-restrictive means, permissive accommodation, RFRA, Religious Freedom Restoration Act, strict scrutiny

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Gedicks,  Frederick Mark, One Cheer for Hobby Lobby: Improbable Alternatives, Truly Strict Scrutiny, and Third-Party Employee Burdens (January 28, 2014). 38 Harvard Journal of Law and Gender 153-76 (2015),  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2497915 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2497915 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Frederick Mark Gedicks (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Brigham Young University - J. Reuben Clark Law School]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Brigham Young University - J. Reuben Clark Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					504 JRCB
Provo, UT  84602-8000
United States
801-422-4533 (Phone)
801-422-0391 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      308

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    4,387

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  179,055

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       19 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law School Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law School Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,292

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              600

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Annalee Hickman Pierson at Brigham Young University - J. Reuben Clark Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    U.S. Constitutional Law: Rights & Liberties eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                U.S. Constitutional Law: Rights & Liberties eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,109

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,634

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Matthew D. Adler at Duke University School of Law, Brian Bix at University of Minnesota Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Women, Gender & the Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Women, Gender & the Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              877

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,566

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kim Brooks at Dalhousie University - Schulich School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Health Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Health Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              828

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,959

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Scott Burris at Center for Public Health Law Research, Temple University - James E. Beasley School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Family Law, Relations & Dispute Resolution eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Family Law, Relations & Dispute Resolution eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              750

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,470

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Amy G. Applegate at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Religion eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Religion eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              351

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,393

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Michael A. Helfand at Pepperdine University - Rick J. Caruso School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Reproductive Justice, Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Reproductive Justice, Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              332

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,652

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.069 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
