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		A hotel owner’s expectation of privacy in a guest registry is only the tip of the Fourth Amendment iceberg. The continuing viability of the third-party doctrine in an era characterized by sweeping and indiscriminate searches that reveal, among other things, the identity and physical location of citizens throughout the United States, is where the rubber meets the constitutional road.   

Indeed, focusing solely on whether a hotel owner has a reasonable expectation of privacy in a guest registry is tantamount to asking whether Verizon Wireless has a reasonable expectation of privacy in its customer lists. Regardless of the answer to this question, the sixty-four-thousand-dollar question — and the elephant in the room — is whether hotel guests, cell phone users, and internet subscribers automatically forfeit their privacy rights simply by checking into the Beverly Hills Hotel, calling their significant others from a Smartphone while driving on the Santa Monica Freeway, or sending an email to their best friend from Yahoo.   

This case presents the Court with a perfect opportunity to modify the third-party doctrine and provide greater privacy protections to citizens in an era of broad and indiscriminate searches. 
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