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		Abstract

		This Article responds to changes proposed by Congress and the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules to restrict civil lawsuits by reforming procedure. It argues that while these changes are purported to be based on empirical studies, there is no reference to actual government statistics about whether the civil caseload has grown, whether the median disposition time has increased, or whether the most prevalent types of civil cases have changed. Based on statistics published by the Administrative Office of the United States Courts, this Article shows that the civil docket has actually stagnated, not exploded. It first looks at trends in the overall volume and duration of federal civil litigation since 1986, suggests a proper methodology for measurement, and shows that the rate of increase of civil filings is less than the growth in the countryâ€™s population and the increase in judicial resources in civil cases, noting that any increase must be attributable to the criminal docket. Next, this Article studies the rates at which cases are terminated by various methods, noting todayâ€™s primary method is before pretrial with court action due to dispositive motions and judicial management. Third, this Article tracks and explains changes in the â€œBig Sixâ€� categories of civil litigation. Finally, this Article emphasizes the need to look at the governmentâ€™s caseload statistics to note that the federal civil caseload has been relatively stable for twenty-five years. 
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