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		Abstract

		What’s the significance of sociology of law in Europe? Before we can answer this question, it’s even more important to consider the reverse question: what’s the significance of Europe in sociology of law? European sociology of law has been very productive, but it has also become increasingly out of touch. Unlike the early years of the discipline, contemporary European law and society research is no longer a mirror of European society. There are three main reasons for this development. First, there’s a strong pull of the policy audience. Second, some of the most important studies in European sociology of law borrow their theories and concepts from previous work in the United States. And finally, most researchers are concerned with studying law and society in their own country, but only very few studies look at law and society from a transnational perspective. To fix these cracks in the mirror, we need more ‘Europe’ in European sociology of law. Similar to the work of the founding fathers of the discipline, sociology of law should once again become a reflection of society. Not for reasons of nostalgia, but because this will secure the future of European law and society research. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
			
		
	
	
		Note: These short comments were first delivered in response to the key-note speeches by Vincenzo Ferrari and Hilary Sommerlad at the annual meeting of the Dutch/Flemish law and society association, University of Antwerp, on January 15, 2015.
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