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		Abstract

		A legal cultural analysis can be a very useful device when considering legal systems and traditions. This chapter will apply that methodological approach to international investment law. Typically legal discussions of investment focus on the technical substantive landscape â€” from the restrictions and incentives that may be present at the start of an investment transaction to the resolution of disputes when investments go awry. Yet, there is also a human angle that is relevant to any examination of the legal aspects of investments. The legal analysis of that human angle is represented by the legal culture of the participants. Additionally, the role of legal culture will be relevant at all stages of an investment from initiation of the investment to the operation of the investment, and to any investment disputes and their resolutions. Furthermore, those legal cultures will themselves impact the interpretation, application, and development of international investment law and will as a whole contribute to the creation of a legal culture for international investment law itself. Any insights ensuing from analyses of those legal cultural issues should prove beneficial to all the participants in international investments.  This chapter will consider deeper conceptual and systemic legal cultural issues that should be considered when working within the field â€” either as a scholar or as a practitioner â€œon-the-ground.â€� Of course, the broader issues that will be discussed will be illustrated with specific legal cultural characteristic examples that may be associated with that aspect of international investment law under examination. But, at its heart, this chapter is concerned with presenting the broader more systemic legal cultural issues facing the field of international investment law. 
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