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		In risk society, damages caused by activities in compliance with various regulations are very common. The issue of whether regulatory compliance can be a defense to tort liability acquires significance both in theory and practice. Falling into the twilight zone between private law and public law, however, this issue has yet been under-researched amongst Chinaâ€™s legal academics. Beginning by analyzing a widely-cited environmental tort lawsuit in China, this article reconsiders the issue by examining the related prevailing opinion and positive law in China, and drawing on the Endurance Limitation Theory from Japanese environmental law. Ultimately, it is proposed that in general the regulatory compliance shall be considered in deciding tort liability, and in specific cases the regulatory compliance shall be assigned different weight according to the specific category of the regulatory norms involved. 
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