

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	From Laggard to Leader: Explaining Offshore Wind Developments in the UK

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Energy Policy, 2014
 
                    Science and Technology Policy Research, Working Paper Series No. 2014-02
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			42 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 23 Feb 2016
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Florian KernFlorian Kern
University of Sussex - Science and Technology Policy Research Unit (SPRU)
Adrian Smith
Science Policy Research Unit
Chris Shaw
University of Sussex - Science and Technology Policy Research Unit (SPRU)
Rob Raven
Eindhoven University of Technology (TUE) - Eindhoven Center for Innovation Studies (ECIS)
Bram Verhees
Eindhoven University of Technology (TUE) - Eindhoven Center for Innovation Studies (ECIS)


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									From Laggard to Leader: Explaining Offshore Wind Developments in the UK
									

								
							
							
							
								SWPS 2014-02
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 42
								
								
									Posted: 07 Mar 2016
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   71
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									From Laggard to Leader: Explaining Offshore Wind Developments in the UK

								
							
							
							
								Energy Policy, 2014, Science and Technology Policy Research, Working Paper Series No. 2014-02
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 42
								
								
									Posted: 23 Feb 2016
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   45
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: February 01, 2013

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Offshore wind technology has recently undergone rapid deployment in the UK. And yet, up until recently, the UK was considered a laggard in terms of deploying renewable energy. How can this burst of offshore activity be explained? An economic analysis would seek signs for newfound competitiveness for offshore wind in energy markets. A policy analysis would highlight renewable energy policy developments and assess their contribution to economic prospects of offshore wind. However, neither perspective sheds sufficient light on the advocacy of the actors involved in the development and deployment of the technology. Without an account of technology politics it is hard to explain continuing policy support despite rising costs. By analysing the actor networks and narratives underpinning policy support for offshore wind, we explain how a fairly effective protective space was constructed through the enrolling of key political and economic interests. 
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