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		The issue of fiscal federalism is, nowadays more than ever, at the center of a lively political and institutional debate on a general reform of the State order. Among some characteristic features of the Italian model, in particular, the constitutional position of local governments helps to create, rather than the two level-system, characteristic of the federal States or otherwise, of the classical federal systems, a polycentric order based on the principle of subsidiarity. The fundamental nature of our Â«federalismÂ», unlike that of other European countries, is that it is based on the plurality of the bodies of territorial government: Regions, provinces and municipalities, all political institutions (public powers) of our communities. They are holders of powers, funcions and duties set by the Constitution that guarantees them, at the same time, the mutual institutional position and defines the relations between them to the exercise of their functions of government. Unlike what happens in other European systems, a subordination of an institutional nature of the local governments (municipalities and provinces) to the region is excluded. Local governments are not part of the regional law, their organization and their core functions are determined by the laws of the State on the basis of constitutional principles that also ensure broad legislative autonomy to the institutions themselves. 
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